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TOOK  PART  IN 


FROMJHEATER 

Veteran  Who  Helped  Carry  Mur- 
dered President  From  Scene 
of  Tragedy  Describes  Act. 


VISITED  SCENE  OF  SHOOTING 


One  of  the  men  who  carried  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  from  the  Ford  Theater 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  after  he  had 
been  shot,  the  night  of  April  14,  186~>, 
is  still  alive.  Jacob  J.  Soles,  aged  71 
years,  of  the  Greensburg  pike,  North 
Versailles    township,    has    that    act    to 

I  his  credit.  Mr.  Soles  is  an  old  soldier 
and    was    in    Washington    during    the 

I  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  recently. 
While  in  Washington  Mr.  Soles  was 
shown  an  advertisement  in  one  of  the 
papers  of  the  city  asking  if  any  of  the 
men  who  carried  President  .  Lincoln 
from  the  theater- were  alive.  Mr.  Sole3 
saw   the   "ad"   and    told    his    comrades 


JACOP.  J.   SOLES, 

of  the  Incidents  that  night.  He  was 
taken  to  the  theater  and  then  to  the 
house  at  516  Tenth  street,  where  he 
traveled  over  the  ground  and  gave  a 
word  picture  of  his  part  of  the  night. 
He  showed  how  he  had  helped  carry 
President  Lincoln  from  the  theater 
after  he  had  been  felled  by  the  assas- 
sin's bullet  and  showed  in  what  room 
and  in  what  corner  the  bed  in  which 
the  martyred  President  was  laid  was 
situated. 

"I  was  a  member  of  Company  G,  In- 
dependent Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery 
and  was  stationed  at  Washington,  near 
the  Ford  Theater,  where  we  had 
pitched  our  tents  and  gone  into  camp," 
said  Bijr.  Solves  in  t^ljjng  his  s^ory. 
"Four-  of  '4is  boye,  •i.v'vcob  Qriiths  .'and' 
Jobft,  Carey,   of  Baits burgtuA<?3*.»;,M*r- 


Keesport;  William  Sample,  of  McKees- 
port,  and  myself,  were  in  camp  and 
wanted  to  attend  the  show  at  the  Ford 
Theater. 

"We  asked  the  captain  if  he  could 
get  passes  for  tho  performance  and  he 
said  he  would  try.  A  short  time  later 
he  returned  with  four  passes  and  gave 
us  leave  of  absence  until  11  o'clock. 
We  went  to  the  theater  and  were  seated 
about  2d  feet  from  the  box  which  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  occupied.  About  8:45 
o'clock  we  heard  a  sharp  r. .  t  and 
looking  up,  saw  President  Lincoln  lean- 
ing over  the  railing  of  the  box.  He 
had  been  shot. 

"My  three  companions  and  I  hurried 
to  the  box  and  carried  President  Lin- 
coln out  of  the  theater  by  the  rear 
door  and  to  516  Tenth  street,  where  we 
laid  the  unconscious  President  on  a 
bed  in  the  north  corner  of  the  building, 
on  the  second  floor.  Soon  a  big  crowd 
collected,  and  physicians  who  were 
summoned  arrived.  My  companions 
and  I  left  the  building  and  went  to  our 
camp,  where  we  reported  to  the  cap- 
tain. The  three  with  me  at  the  theater 
are  dead  now." 

Mr.  Soles  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
Turtle  Creek  district  all  his  life.  He 
was  born  in  North  Versailles  township 
and  was  married  to  Mfss  Margaret 
Myers  at  Bruddock  in  1S6S.  By  occu- 
pation Mr.  Soles  was  a  coal  miner.  He 
has  three  children  living,  Mrs.  Laura 
Leffner,  of  Stewart  Station,  and  Wil- 
liam and  Philip,  at  home. 
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FOUR  MEN  WHO  BORE  LINCOLN 
FROM  FORD'S  THEATRE  NAMED 

One  of  Them  Who  Survives  Supplies  the  Missing  Link  in  the 
Story  of  the  Assassination  of  the  President 


By  EARL  T.   CHAMBERLIN. 

EVERY  detail  of  the  story  of 
the  assassination  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  has  been  told  except 
one.  The  identity  of  the  men 
who  carried  the  body  of  the  stricken 
President  from  Ford's  Theatre,  the 
scene  of  the  tragedy,  to  the  quiet 
chamber  of  death  in  the  Peterson 
house,  on  the  opposite  side  of  T*enth 
Street,  has  never  been  established. 
Now,  however,  after  an  exhaustive 
investigation,  it  is  possible  to  supply 
the  one  link  which  heretofore  has 
been  missing  from  the  chain  of  vthat 
evening's  events. 

On  Good  Friday  night,  April  14, 
1865,  four  comrades-in-arms,  on 
leave  from  Camp  Barry  at  Washing- 
ton, sat  in  the  dress-circle  or  first 
balcony  of  Ford's  Theatre.  They 
were  near  the  State  box;  which 
President  Lincoln  and  his  party  occu- 
pied that  night.  Hearing  a  pistol 
shot,  then  a  woman's  screams,  the 
four  soldiers  rushed  into  the  box, 
where  they  found  their  Commander- 
in-Chief  wounded  and  unconscious. 

Army  officers  who  were  at  the  the- 
atre took  charge  of  the  situation  and 
ordered  the  four  soldiers,  who  had 
so  quickly  appeared  on  the  scene  to- 
gether, to  lift  the  prostrate  man  and 
move  him  from  the  theatre.  They 
carried  him  through  the  narrow  cor- 
ridor that  led  into  the  balcony, 
thence  to  the  stairway  leading  to  the 
street.  Near  the  head  of  the  stairs 
two  other  soldiers  joined  them  and 
assisted  in  bearing  the  President 
across  Tenth  Street  to  the  little  brick 
residence  of  the  Peterson  family, 
where  they  laid  him  in  the  bed  in 
which  he  died  the  next  morning. 
Those  four  young  soldiers,  having 
done  their  simple  duty,  disappeared 
from  the  scene  and  hurried  back  to 
camp;  their  identity  was  lost,  and  it 
was  only  through  a  chance  acquaint- 
ance who  learned  of  my  interest  in 
Lincoln  that  I  came  upon  the  facts. 

One  of  the  soldiers  who  helped  to 
carry  the  body  of  Lincoln  from  the 
theatre  is  still  living.     His   name   is 


Jacob  J.  Soles  and  he  lives  in  North 
Versailles  Township,  Allegheny  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  where  he  was  born  July  17, 
1845.  Three  of  his  nine  children  are 
still  living  and  he  makes  his  home 
with  one  of  them,  Mrs.  Laura  Lef- 
fler.  He  was  a  coal  digger  all  his 
life  until  he  got  too  old  to  do  such 
work.  Several  years  ago  he  lost  an 
eye  in  a  mine  accident.  He  is  not 
the  emotional  or  .imaginative  type 
and  could  not  have  made  up  the  sim- 
ple, straightforward  story  he  told  in 
several  conversations.  His  statement 
and  my  subsequent  investigations  in 
the  War  Department  and  elsewhere 
in  Washington  and  in  other  places 
form  the  foundation  for  the  following 
narrative. 

Their  War  Records. 

During  the  last  two  years  of  the 
Civil  War  Soles  was  a  member  of 
Thompson's  Battery  C,  Independent 
Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  which 
from  the  Fall  of  1864  until  the  fol- 
lowing June  was  stationed  at  Camp 
Barry,  where  it  had  been  sent  as  a 
part  of  the  defenses  in  and  about 
Washington.  The  battery  had  been 
in  many  of  the  fiercest  battles  of 
the  war,  including  Antietam,  Chan- 
cellorsville  and  Gettysburg,  and  had 
been  shot  to  pieces.  When  Grant 
reorganized  the  Union  forces  in  the 
Spring  of'  1864  many  replacements 
were  made  to  bring  the  battery  up 
to  its  normal  strength.  At  that  time 
Soles  and  three  of  his  friends—  Jabes 
Griffiths,  John  Corey  and  William 
Sample— became  members  of  the 
battery.  These  men,  from  Allegheny 
County,  Pa.,  had  enlisted  at  Pitts- 
burgh in  February,  1864,  and  were 
later  assigned  to  Battery  C  for  per- 
manent service. 

The  individual  records  of  the  four 
soldiers,  examined  at  the  War  De- 
partment by  courtesy  of  L.  A.  Rosafy 
of  the  Adjutant.  General'^  office, 
show  that  they  were  all  present  with 
their  company  every  day  from  March 
until  the  last  of  June,  1865,  when 
they  were  honorably  discharged. 

Oh  the  night  of  April  14  they  ob- 


tained leave  of  absence  to  attend  the 
theatre.    What  occurred  there,  so  far 
as  they  were  concerned,  may  be  told  | 
in  the  language  of  Mr.   Soles,   as  he  i 
related  It  to  me: 

Bill  Sample,  Jabe  Griffiths  and 
John  Corey  and  myself,  all  of  Com- 
pany C,  Independent  Artillery, 
went  to  Ford's  Theatre  at  about 
7:30  or  8  o'clock.  Lincoln  was  shot 
some  time  later— I  can't  give  the 
hour  accurately;  I  know  the  play 
had  gone  on  for  some  time  after 
we  came  in.  y 

We  four  were  up  in  the  balcony; 
we  were  on  the  same  side  of  the 
balcony  that  Mr.  Lincoln's  box  was 
on;  we  were  back  in  toward  the 
back  of  the  theatre,  about  fifteen 
feet  from  the  box  where  he  was 
shot. 

We  didn't  know  at  first  when  we 
heard  the  pistol  going  off  that  it 
was  in  there,  but  they  cried  for 
help  and  we  heard  this  woman  cry- 
ing and  we  four  broke  forward 
and  rushed  to  the  box,  and  we 
helped  him  down  to  the  building 
where  he  was  placed,  in  a  little 
brick  building  standing  across  the 
street  from  Ford's  Theatre. 

We  four  fellows  carried  him  to 
the  stairway  in  the  theatre,  then 
two  others  fell  in  and  helped  carry 
him.  As  we  carried  him  out  of  the 
theatre,  he  was  carried  out  flat, 
with  his  feet  foremost;  I  was  down 
at  his  feet  with  one  of  the  fellows, 
and  two  men  at  his  head,  and  the 
middle  of  him  was  sagging  until 
the  two  others  took  him  in  the 
middle  and  we  six  carried  him  out. 

We  carried  Lincoln  out  of  the 
theatre  and  we  had  him  out  on  the 
street  about  five  minutes  until  we 
found  a  place  to  put  him,  and  then 
they  hollered  out  that  is  where  he 
would  be  put.  A  young  man  di- 
rected us  to  the  house,  a  young 
man  that  was  not  in  soldier's 
clothes;  he  told  us  to  take  him  to 
the  brick  house.  We  put  him  in  a 
room  on  the  first  floor;  we  went 
back  through  a  long  hallway  to 
about  the  middle  of  the  building; 
there  was  a  bed  in  that  room  and 
we  laid  him  on  the  bed. 

When  we  took  him  into  the  room 
we  had  to  get  out.  The  guard  put 
them  all  out.  They  wouldn't  let 
anybody  In  without  It  was  a  doctor 
or  something.  The  street  was 
jammed.  You  had  to  push  a  road 
through  wherever  you  wanted  to 
get  to.  We  waited  around  until  the 
doctors  came  out  and  said  it  was 
fatal  and  then  we  pulled  for  camp. 

The  "Record  of  Events"  of  Thomp- 


One  of  Four  Soldiers  Who  Aided 
Lincoln  After  He  Was  Shot. 

son's  Battery  C,  Independent  Penn- 
sylvania Light  Artillery,  and  the  in- 
dividual records  of  the  four  men,  as 
found  in  the  files  of  the  Adjutant 
General's  office,  verify  those  por- 
tions of  Soles's  story  dealing  with 
their  military  service. 

The  records  in  the  Pension  Bureau 
confirm  the  details  he  related  regard- 
ing the  death  of  the  three  other 
.  men  and  their  surviving  families.  An 
examination  of  the  pension  records 
disclosed  the  following  facts:  Jabes 
Griffiths  died  at  McKeesport,  Pa., 
Jan.  18,  1898,  leaving  a  widow.  Min- 
erva Griffiths,  and  several  children; 
John  Corey  was  drowned  in  the  Al- 
legheny River  near  Pittsburgh  in 
April,  1884,  leaving  a  widow,  Mary 
Corey,  and  several  children,  the 
widow  having  died  April  29,  1898; 
William  Sample  died  in  the  McKees- 
port Hospital  Feb.  25,  1898,  as  the  re- 
sult of  burns  received  in  a  steel  mill; 
he  left  a  widow,  Lydia  J.  Sample, 
now  dead,   and   several   children. 

Mrs.  Griffiths  lives  with*  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Leon  Jeffers,  on 
Third  Street,  Beaver,  Pa.  In  a  re- 
cent interview  Bhe  related  some  of 
her  husband's  war  experiences  and 
said  positively  that  he  was  one  of  the 
soldiers  who  carried  Lincoln  from 
Ford's  Theatre. 


Soles,  Jacob 


Helped  carry  Lincoln  from  theater 


FOUR  MEN  WHO  BORE  LINCOLN 
FROM  FORD^THEATRE  NAMED 

One  of  Then,  Who  Survives  Suppressing  Link  in  the 
Story  of  the  Assassination  of  the  President 

By  EARL  T.  CHAMBERLIN.       -•---• 


EVERY   detail    of   the    story   of 
the  assassination  of  Abraham 
Lincoln    has   been   told   except 
one.    The  identity  of  the  men 
who  carried  the  body  of  the  stricken 
President   from  Ford's   Theatre     the 
scene    of   the    tragedy,    to    the    quiet 
chamber    of    death    In    the    Peterson 
house,  on  the  opposite  side  of  Tenth 
Street,    has    never    been    established. 
Now.    however,    after   an    exhaustive 
investigation,  it  is  possible  to  supply 
the    one    link    which    heretofore    has 
been  missing  from  the  chain  of  that 
evening's  events. 

°n    G°od   Fr'day    night,    April   14, 
1865,      four      comrades-in-arms,      on 
leave  from  Camp  Barry  at  Washing- 
ton,  sat   in   the   dress-circle   or  first 
balcony    of    Ford's    Theatre.      They 
were    near    th»    State     box,     which 
President  Lincoln  and  his  party  occu- 
pied   that    night.     Hearing    a    pistol 
shot,    then  a  woman's   screams,   the 
four   soldiers    rushed    Into    the    box 
where  they  found  their  Commander- 
in-Chief  wounded  and  unconscious. 

Army  officers  who  were  at  the  the- 
atre took  charge  of  the  situation  and 
ordered  the  four  soldiers,  who  had 
so  quickly  appeared  on  the  scene  to- 
gether, to  lift  the  prostrate  man  and 
move  him  from  the  theatre.  They 
carried  him  through  the  narrow  cor- 
-hat     led     into     the     balcony, 

.- to  the  stairway  leading  to  the 

street.     Near  the  head  of  the  stairs 
two  other  soldiers  joined   them  and 
assisted     in     bearing    the    President 
across  Tenth  Street  to  the  little  brick 
residence    of    the    Peterson    family 
where    they  laid  him   in   the   bed   in 
which    he    died    the    next    morning. 
Those    four    young    soldiers,    having 
done  their  simple  duty,   disappeared 
from  the  scene  and  hurried  back  to 
camp;    their  Identity  was  lost,  and  it 
was  only  through  a  chance  acquaint- 
ance who  learned  of  my  lntere8t  ,a 
Lincoln  that  I  came  upon  the  facts 
One  of  the  soldiers  who  helped  to 
carry  the  body  of  Lincoln  from  the 
theatre  is  still  living.     His  name  Is 


Jacob  J.  Soles  and  he  lives  in  North 
Versailles  Township,  Allegheny  Coun 
ty.  Pa.,  where  he  was  born  July  17 

\8m',Three  °f  his  nine  <*il"ren  are 
still  hving  and  he  makes  his  home 
with   one   of  them,    Mrs.   Laura  Lef- 

Hfe,  ??  uWa3  a  f  dig*er  al1  "is 
We  until  he  got  I  old  to  do  such 
work.     Severa]  yearg  &go  ^  iMt  ^ 

eye  in  a  mine  accident.  He  is  not 
the  emotional  or  imaginative  type 
and  could  not  have  made  up  the  sim- 
ple, straightforward  story  he  told  in 

anVderrnlCOrrSatl0nS-  His  statem-t 
?hP  £     S"bse(*uent  investigations  in 
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Their  War  Records. 

Civnriw    th.    ,3St  two  years  of  the 
Civil    War   Soles   was   a   member   of 

Thompson's  Battery  C,   Independent 
Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,    which 
from   the  Fall  of  1864  untilWtot 
£wing  June  was  stationed  at  Camp 
Barry,  where  it  had  been  sent  as  a 
part    of   the    defenses   in   and   about 
Washington.     The  battery  had  been 
n    many    of    the   fiercest  ,battles    of 
the  war,   including  Antletam,   Chan- 
cellorsville  and  Gettysburg,  and  had 
been    shot    to    pieces.      When    Grant 
reorganized  the  Union  forces  in  the 
Spring    of    1864    many    replacements 
were   made  to  Mng  ^  ^ 

to  its  normal  strength.    At  that  time 
So  es  and  three  of  his  friends-Jabes 

Sarnn  \  ^  C°rey  and  William 
sample-became  members  of  the 
battery.  These  men,  from  Allegheny 
County,  pa.,  had  enlisted  at  Pitts 
burgh  in  February,  1864,  and  were 
later  assigned  to  Battery  C  for  per- 
manent service.  P 

The  individual  records  of  the  four 
soldiers,    examined   at   the   War   De- 
partment by  courtesy  of  L.  A.  Rosaf 
of    the     Adjutant    General's    office 
show  that  they  were  all  present  with 

h;;  £nif,y  ever*  dav  Tom  March 
until  the  last  of  June,  1865,  when 
they  were  honorably  discharged 

Onjhe  night  of  April   14  they  ob- 
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tamed  leave  of  absence  to  attend  the 
theatre.  What  occurred  there,  so  far 
as  they  were  concerned,  may  be  told 
in  the  language  of  Mr.  Soles,  as  he 
related  it  to  me: 

Bill   Sample,    Jabe   Griffiths    and 

Sny  °creyCd  miT,f'  all  of  cS 
I  any     C,      Independent      Artillerv 

-30  or1 «  n-T't  TTheatre   at  "B 
some    timP    W         TUncoln  ^as  shot 

we'caT  in"   f0r  ^   «™   «& 

weVwer°PUrnWe/;e  "P  in  the  balcony; 
we  were  on  the  same  side  of  the 
balcony  that  Mr.  Lincoln's  box  was 

backWoef  7hTthhaC,k  in  toward  the 
feet   f°omh!hiheKatre-   ?bout  fifteen 

shot.  b°X   Where   he   was 

hP^'r6Hdiun,t  know  at  first  when  we 
heard  the  pistol  going-  off  that  it 
was  in  there,  but  they  cried  for 
tag*  a3nd  ¥*%"*  *£*■  ™*  «S 
J/d    rusheTtoOUtrhebb0okxe    JE"^ 

brick  building  standing  across  the 
street  from  Ford's   Theatre  * 

.We  four   fellows   carried   him    t~ 

thS't™  Z'  '""'"  »™  out  of  tK 
at  his  feet  win,  one    {  JJ""" 

room  on  ,„,  flrat  floo?'  *?£* 

fatal  and  then  we  pulled  /or  cam" 
The  "Record  of  Events"  of  Thomp- 
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One  of  Four  Soldiers  Who  Aided 
Lincoln  After  He  Was  Shot. 


son's  Battery  C,  Independent  Penn- 
sylvania Light  Artillery,  and  the  in- 
dividual records  of  the  four  men,  as 
found  in  the  files  of  the  Adjutant 
General's  office,  verify  those  por- 
tions of  Soles's  story  dealing  with 
their  military  service. 

The  records  in  the  Pension  Bureau 
confirm  the  details  he  related  regard- 
ing the  death  of  the  three  other 
men  and  their  surviving  families.  An 
examination  of  the  pension  records 
disclosed  the  following  facts:  Jabes 
Griffiths  died  at  McKeesport,  Pa., 
Jan.  18,  1898,  leaving  a  widow,  Min- 
erva Griffiths,  and  several  children; 
John  Corey  was  drowned  in  the  Al- 
legheny River  near  Pittsburgh  in 
April,  1884,  leaving  a  widow,  Mary 
Corey,  and  several  children,  the 
widow  having  died  April  29,  1898; 
William  Sample  died  in  the  McKees- 
port Hospital  Feb.  25,  1898,  as  the  re- 
sult of  burns  received  in  a  steel  mill; 
he  left  a  widow,  Lydia  J.  Sample, 
now  dead,   and   several   children. 

Mrs.  Griffiths  lives  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Leon  Jeffers,  on 
Third  Street,  Beaver,  Pa.  In  a  re- 
cent interview  she  related  some  of 
her  husband's  war  experiences  and 
said  positively  that  he  was  one  of  the 
soldiers  who  carried  Lincoln  from 
Ford's  Theatre, 


Shot    That   Killed   Lincoln    Echoes 


Still    in  This 


PITTSBURGH,  Feb.  11.— Of  the 
half-dozen  youthful  blue-clad  sol- 
diers who  carried  the  mortally 
wounded  Lincoln  from  Ford's 
theater  to  his  death-bed  that  fate- 
ful night  of  April  14,  1865,  one 
still  lives — the  tragedy  burned 
deeply   Into   his   memory. 

A  grayed  and  weather-beaten  old 
soldier  now  is  Jacob  J.  Soles. 
Eighty-seven,  he  lives  with  his 
memories  in  a  little  house  in  Tur- 
tle Creek,  waiting  the  "taps"  that 
all  good  soldiers  know  they  mus; 
answer.  A  mine  accident  has  cost 
him  one  eye;  his  other,  he  admits, 
"isn't  as  clear  as  It  might   be." 

"But  if  I  live  to  be  100,"  he  ex- 
claims, "I'll  never  forget  that 
night.  I  don't  need  eyes  to  look 
back   on   it!" 

Soles,  three  comrades  of  his 
company  and  two  other  young  sol- 
aiers  were  seated  together  in  Fords 
theater  in  Washington  on  that 
eventful  night  to  see  "Our  Ameri- 
can Cousin."  They  were  seated  on 
the  same  side  of  the  aisle,  about 
fifteen  feet  from  the  box  where 
President  Lincoln  sat. 

Recalls    Tragic    Moment 

"He  was  with  a  party,"  Soles  re- 
lates. "From  my  seat  I  could  see 
him  clearly  and  noticed  him  laugh- 
ing at  one  of  the  comical  parts 
in  the  show. 

"Then  one  of  the  actresses  took 
the  center  of  the  stage — can't  say 
I  ever  knew  her  name — but  she 
was  dressed  in  a  long  robe.  I  re- 
call she  kind  of  flirted  with  the 
audience. 

"It  was  awfully  still  in  the  thea- 
ter at  that  minute.  Suddenly  the 
sound  of  a  shot  cracked  in  the 
darkness. 

"Mrs.  Lincoln,  I  think  it  was, 
was  the  first  to  scream.  'The 
president  is  shot,'  she  cried.  A 
man  leaped  from  the  box  to  the 
stage.   It   was   John   Wilkes   Booth. 

"We  -vere  at  Lincoln's  side  in  a 
second.  We  lifted  him  up.  I  re- 
member he  felt  limp,  as  if  all 
the  fight  had  gone  out  of  him. 

Heard  Lincoln  Speak 

"Guards  cleared  the  aisles  and 
we  walked  to  the  door  and  then 
directly  across  the  street — the  six 
of  us  carrying  him  as  gently  as 
we  could. 

"Mr.  Lincoln  spoke  only  once 
and  then  in  such  a  whisper  that 
he  could  hardly  make  himself 
heard.  I  think  I  caught  the  words, 
'where    are   they   taking   me?' 

"We  carried  him  across  the  street 
and  up  the  steps  of  the  house. 
Someone  directed  us  to  a  room, 
where    we    put   Lincoln    on    a   bed. 

"Back  we  went  to  the  theater, 
but  we  weren't  permitted  to  en- 
ter. But,  even  from  the  outside, 
we  could  hear  the  ram  and  jam 
behind  the  doors  as  guards  tried 
to  calm  the  people  and  prevent  a 
stampede." 

The  night  when  he  saw  the 
Great  Emancipator's  face  with 
death's  shadow  already  across  it, 
was  not  the  first  time  this  boy 
in  blue  had  met  the  president. 
While  an  orderly,  he  frequently  ran 
messages  between  his  commanding 
officers  at  the  barracks  and  the 
White  House.  Mr.  Lincoln,  he  likes 
to  recall,  often  would  nod  or 
smile  at  the  brisk  young  messen- 
ger, 
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Jacob  J.  Soles,  sole  survivor  of  the  six  Civil  War  soldiers  wh< 
carried  the  mortally  wounded  Pre  sident  Lincoln  from  Ford's  theater 
after  he  had  been  shot  by  the  ar  ch-assassin,   John    Wilkes   Booth. 
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MAN  WHO  ASSISTED 
LINCOLN  AT  SHOW  DIES 

TURTLE  CREEK,  Pa.,  Jan.  9  — 
The  last  of  six  men  reputed  to  have 
carried  Abraham  Lincoln,  mortally 
wounded,  from  the  Ford  Theater 
in  Washington  died  at  his  home  to- 
day. 

He  was  90-year-old  Jacob  J.  Soles, 
veteran  of  service  with  Thompson's 
Battery,  Independent  Pennsylvania 
Light  ArUUerjr,  


MAN   WHO    CARRIED 
.LINCOLN  SUCCUMBS 

Last   of    Six   Who   A&ed   PreyidfenT 
Dies  at  Age  of  90 

By  United  Press 

PITTSBURGH,  Jan.  10— The  last 
of  the  six  men  who  carried  dying 
Abraham  Lincoln  from  Ford's  The- 
ater in  Washington  the  night  of 
April  14,  1865,  died  at  the  home  of 
his  daughter  in  Turtle  Creek  last 
night.  \ 

Jacob  J.  Soles,  90,  last  link  be- 
tween the  present  and  that  historic 
night,  died  in  his  sleep.  The  aged 
veteran  had  been  in  poor  health  for 
a  year. 
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/Wan  Wfio  Witnessed 
Killing  of  Lincoln 
Is  in   Alms  House 

Former  Jersey  Farmer,  9J 

Years  of  Age,  Still 

Remembers  Event 

Riidpeton,  Feb.  7.— The  only 
man  in  South  Jersey  who  was 
an  eye-wilneas  to  the  assassina- 
tion of  Abraham  Lincoln,  In 
Ford's  Theatre,  Washington,  on 
the  night  of  April  14,  1865.  is  now 
an  inmate  of  the  Cumberland 
County    Alms    House,    near    here. 

Ho  is  JLfltia-Lindjo-.  &>■  onr"  " 
prosperous  farmer,  whose  savings 
lave  dwindled  to  nothing  because 
of  his  long  span  of  life. 

Lindsey  is  said  to  be  the  oldest 
Odd  Fellow  in  good  standing  in 
South  Jersey,  having  joined  the 
order  in  Bridgeton  70  years  ago. 
He  was  denied  admittance  to  the 
Odd  Fellows'  home  for  the  aged, 
at  Trenton,  last  year,  because, 
according  to  a  high  official  of  the 
order,  he  required  medical  care 
and  the  home  had  no  such  facili- 
ties, 

The  shooting  of  Lincoln  is  si  ill 
clear  in  the  memory  of  the  non- 
agenarian, who  was  a  great,  ad- 
mirer of  the.  martyred  President, 
and  can  recite  without  error  the 
Gettysburg  address  although  he 
never  learned   to  read  or  write. 
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GIVEN    PAT   BY    LINCOLN' 

Program     «oy     In     Ford     Theater     «t 
Time    of    Assassination    Dies. 

HOLLYWOOD,  Oct.  ll.-(AP)  — 
Funeral  services  will  be  held  Tucs- 
dav  for  Joseph  A.  Hazelton,  who,  as 
a  program  boy  in  the  Ford  Theater 
received   a   friendly    pat   on   the   head 

rom  Abraham  Lincoln  a  few  min- 
utes before  the  president  was  assassi- 

^Haz'elton,    an    actor    for    GS    years, 

d^-When  *  President  Lincoln  came 
into  the  theater  that  night."  Hazel- 
ton  recalled  recently,  "I  handed  him 
his  program  and  he  patted  me  on 
The  head  saying,  'Good  evening, 
Joseph'." \  ■{    ,W 
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CIVIL  WAR  VET  DIES; 
SAW  LINCOLN  SHOOTING 


Pittsburgh— (UP)— The  last  of  the 
six  men  who  carried  dying  Abraham 
Lincoln  from  Ford's  theatre  In  Wash- 
ington the  night  of  April  14,  1865 
died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in 
Turtle  Creek,  Pa.  Thursday. 

Jacob  J.  Soles,  ninety,  last  link  be- 
tween the  present  and  that  historic 
night,  died  in  his  sleep. 

Sales,     then     .a  young     soldier     on 


leave  from  duty  with  the  Indepen- 
dent Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery, 
attended  the  theatre  the  night  of  the 
assassination.  With  three  comrades, 
he  was  sitting  in  the  dress  circle. 

Soles  often  recalled  seeing  John 
Wilkes  Booth  enter  the  theatre  and 
pass  a  guard  with  the  word  he  had  a 
personal  message  for  the  President. 

Because  his  eyes  were  on  the  per- 
formance, Soles  failed  to  see  the 
actual  shooting  of  President  Lincoln. 
But  he  did  see  Booth  Jump  from  the 
Presidential  box  to  tho  stage  and 
flee,  gun  in  hand. ______-» 
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J.  Soles 
Monongahela 

Cemetery 
Braddock  PA 


The  grave  of  Jacob  J.  Soles  has  been  visited  by  school  child  renfrom  braddock  every  year  since  his 
death.  On  the  Anniversary  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  death  they  place  flowers  around  this 

marker. Why  you  ask? 
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Jacob  J.  Soles  (Bearer  of  Abraham  Lincoln)  Marker  Photo  ~  Civil  War       http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~tandnmca/civilvvar.. 

On  April  14, 1865,  five  days  after  the  Civil  War  had  ended,  at  Ford's  Theater  in  Washington,  D.C.,  at 

10:00  P.M.,  a  shot  echoed  through  the  theater.  Panic  ensued  and  John  Wilkes  Booth  leapt  onto  the 

stage,  crying  "Sic  Semper  Tyrannis"  (Thus  always  to  tyrants).  Six  Union  soldiers  carried  the 

wounded  Lincoln  across  the  street  to  the  Peterson  house  at  452  10th  Street.  These  Soldiers  were  John 

Corey,  Bill  Sample,  Jabe  Griffiths,  John  Weaver,  an  unidentified  soldier  andJacob  J.  Soles  a  Private 

from  Company  C  of  Thompson 's  Independent  Battery.  The  entourage  carrying  the  mortally  wounded 

President  proceeded  slowly  down  the  staircase  in  Ford's  Theatre  and  then  exited  to  10th  Street. 

Dr.  Charles  Leale,  age  23,  who  was  attending  Lincoln,  described  the  events  which  followed: 

"The  crowd  in  the  street  completely  obstructed  the  doorway  and  a  Captain,  whose  services  proved 

invaluable  all  through  the  night,  came  to  me,  saying:  "Surgeon,  give  me  your  commands  and  I  will 

see  that  they  are  obeyed. "  I  asked  him  to  clear  a  passage  to  the  nearest  house  opposite.  He  had  on 

side  arms  and  drew  his  sword.  With  the  sword  and  word  of  command  he  cleared  the  way  for  the  six 

soldiers  bearing  the  President.  We  slowly  crossed  the  street.  It  was  necessary  to  stop  several  times  to 

give  me  the  opportunity  to  remove  the  clot  of  blood  from  the  opening  to  the  wound.  A  barrier  of  men 

had  been  formed  to  keep  back  the  crowds  on  each  side  of  an  open  space  leading  to  the  house.  Those 

who  went  ahead  reported  that  the  house  directly  opposite  the  theatre  was  closed.  I  saw  a  man 

standing  at  the  door  of  Mr.  Petersen 's  house,  diagonally  opposite,  holding  a  lighted  candle  in  his 

hand  and  beckoning  us  to  enter.  The  six  soldiers  reverently  placed  the  body  of  Mr.  Lincoln  sideways 

on  the  bed,  since  the  bed  was  too  short.  Early  the  next  morning  President  Lincoln  died. " 
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